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SUBJ: LEBLANC RESIGNS AS DOMINICA'S PREMIER 
REF: BRIDGETOWN 1218 

1. ACCORDING TO A NEWS AGENCY REPORT, EDWARD LEBLANC RESIGNED AS 
PREMIER OF DOMINICA ON JULY 26. IN ADDITION TO RESIGNING HIS POST AS 
CHIEF OF THE GOVERNMENT, WHICH HE HAS HELD SINCE 

DOMINICA BECAME AN ASSOCIATED STATE IN 1967, LEBLANC ALSO RESIGNED 
FROM HIS SEAT IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 

2. DEPUTY PREMIER PATRICK ROLAND JOHN SUCCEEDS LEBLANC AS PREMIER. 
JOHN, WHO IS 37, DEFEATED FORMER DEPUTY PREMIER RONALD ARMOUR AT 
THE ANNUAL PARTY CONVENTION ON JULY 14 TO TAKE OVER THE LABOR 
PARTY LEADERSHIP AFTER LEBLANC STEPPED DOWN AS HEAD OF THE PARTY 
FOR 14 YEARS. 

3. COMMENT: THE MOST SERIOUS IMMEDIATE CHALLENGE TO HOHN, 

REPUTED TO BE STRONG ON LAW AND ORDER ISSUES, IS THE DISAFFECTION 
OF THE DOMINICAN LABOR UNIONS WHICH SINCE 1970 HAVE PROGRESSIVELY 
WITHDRAWN THEIR SUPPORT FROM THE LEBLANC GOVERNMENT BECAUSE OF 
THE LATTER'S FAILURE TO ACHIEVE ECONOMIC PROGRESS. THE DOMINICA 
TRADE UNION, DOMINICA AMALGAMATED WORKERS UNION, WATERFRONT AND 
ALLIED WORKERS UNION, AND THE CIVIL SERVICE ASSOCIATION HAVE 
ALREADY ANNOUNCED THAT EACH UNION SHOULD SEEK TO FIELD A CANDI- 
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DIDATE OR CANDIDATES IN THE GENERAL ELECTIONS DUE TO BE HELD 
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NEXT YEAR. THE FIELD LABOR UNIONS MAY POSSIBLY FORCE JOHN'S GOVERN- 
MENT TO HOLD THE GENERAL ELECTIONS BEFORE THE END OF THIS YEAR. 
DONOV 
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